













framework	 of	 green	 criminology	 and	 with	 a	 focus	 on	 environmental	 justice,	 draws	 on	
ethnographic	observations	of	Red	de	Semillas	and	semi‐structured	interviews	with	group	
members.	I	explore	processes	of	repertoire	appropriation	developed	by	social	movements.	
The	main	 argument	 advanced	 is	 that	 the	Red	 de	 Semillas	 experienced	 a	 case	 of	 ‘tactics	
rebound’,	in	which	tactics	deployed	at	the	global	level	shaped	local	tactics,	bringing	a	set	of	
problematic	 consequences.	 The	 article	 starts	 by	 summarising	 key	 explorations	 of	
repertoires	 of	 contention	 and	 connecting	 them	 with	 framing	 theory	 propositions.	 My	








































In	 this	 context,	 two	 main	 models	 are	 used	 in	 Colombia	 to	 produce	 food:	 chagras	 and	





plantain	and	 local	 fruit	 trees.	Monocultures,	 conversely,	are	 spaces	of	 low	biodiversity,	where	
humans	manipulate	all	 factors	by	excluding	animals	and	using	chemical	 fertilizers,	pesticides,	
machinery,	and	so	on.	Only	one	product	is	farmed	at	any	given	time	(Borlaug	1968;	Moore	2000).	
Ironically,	 seeds	 are	 the	 foundational	 element	 in	 both	 models,	 albeit	 understood	 in	 vastly	
different	 ways.	 In	 chagras,	 seeds	 are	 freely	 and	 widely	 distributed	 via	 bartering.	 Chagra	
supporters	 seek	 to	 preserve	 the	 largest	 diversity	 of	 seed	 species	 possible.	Meanwhile,	 in	 the	





irreconcilability	 of	 these	 two	models	 of	 food	 production,	 Red	 de	 Semillas	 Libres	 de	 Colombia	
[Colombian	 Network	 of	 Free	 Seeds]	was	 created	 in	 2013,	 seeking	 to	 transform	 current	 seed	
management	 in	 the	 country.	 This	 article	 is	 an	 empirical	 study	 focused	 on	 uses	 and	






the	global	 level	 shaped	 local	 tactics,	with	problematic	consequences.	This	 study	was	developed	
within	the	framework	of	green	criminology,	with	a	focus	on	environmental	justice.	Environmental	
justice	 is	 a	 perspective	 that	 seeks	 to	 achieve	 social	 justice	by	 denouncing	 and	 countering	 the	
















of	 repertoires,	 understood	 as	 the	 forms	 of	 action	 actually	 available	 to	 a	 group	 (Tilly	 1978),	





action	 (Smith	 2001).	 Relevant	 for	 understanding	 processes	 of	 appropriation	 is	 Roggeband’s	
hypothesis	(2007)	of	cross‐national	repertoire	diffusion:	repertoires	that	have	been	implemented	








used	 by	 individuals	 to	 attach	 meaning	 to	 events	 and	 occurrences	 will	 affect	 the	 success	 of	
participant	mobilisation.	The	schemata	built	in	active	and	processual	ways	by	social	movements	
is	referred	to	as	‘collective	action	frames’	(Benford	and	Snow	2000).	Thus,	collective	action	frames	
can	 be	 understood	 as	 the	 beliefs	 and	meanings	 that	 inspire	 and	 legitimate	 social	 movement	
activities	and	campaigns	and	articulate	events	and	experiences	so	that	they	cohere	in	a	unified	
and	meaningful	fashion	(Benford	and	Snow	2000;	Sandberg	2006).	Social	movements	can	have	
internal	 battles	over	which	particular	 frame	should	prevail	 but,	 in	order	 to	mobilise	 action,	 a	
frame	must	prevail	(Gamson	1995).		
	






which	 helps	 avoid	 abstraction	 of	 the	 targets	 of	 collective	 action	 by	 constructing	 movement	
protagonists	 (good/us)	 and	 antagonists	 (evil/they).	 The	 characteristic	 features	 of	 collective	
action	frames	proposed	by	Benford	and	Snow	on	the	one	hand,	and	by	Gamson	on	the	other,	are	










There	 has	 been	 no	 study	 theorising	 the	 tactic	 appropriation	 developed	 by	 the	 many	 social	
movements	championing	seed	freedom	around	the	world.	Nonetheless,	some	explorations	give	
us	 cues	 about	 the	 tactics	 they	 implement	 and	 the	 dynamics	 underlying	 their	 appropriation.3	





America,	 Europe	 and	 Asia	 (Desmarais	 2007),	 as	 leading	 and	 connecting	 social	 mobilisation	
around	the	world	in	defence	of	seed	freedom,	which	in	turn	has	encouraged	the	implementation	
of	similar	tactics	in	diverse	global	locations.	A	literature	review	confirms	Kloppenburg’s	claim.	
Ever	 since	La	Vía	Campesina	 launched	 its	 campaign	 ‘Seeds:	Patrimony	of	 rural	peoples	 in	 the	
service	 of	 humanity’	 in	 India	 in	 2000	 (Martínez‐Torres	 and	 Rosset	 2010),	 several	 social	
movements	 have	 appropriated	 its	 tactics,	 confirming	 Roggeband’s	 (2007)	 hypothesis	 that,	 as	





























action	 of	 social	movements	 in	 poor	 and	 violent	 contexts	 is	 different	 from	 the	 action	 of	 their	
counterpart	in	more	democratic	societies.	Social	movements	in	the	former	scenarios	do	not	count	
with	 the	 same	 resources	 as	 their	 counterparts	 in	 more	 democratic	 societies,	 must	 face	






was	 established	 in	 2013	 by	 the	 joint	 efforts	 of	 traditional	 communities	 and	 non‐government	
organisations	(NGOs)	building	on	previous	efforts	of	regional	networks	such	as	the	Network	of	
Guardians	of	Nariño.	 Its	goal	was	 to	 resist	 the	actions	of	multinational	 seed	corporations	and	
governmental	 institutions,	 which,	 according	 to	 members	 of	 Red	 de	 Semillas,	 imposed	
monocultures	and	privatised	seeds.	The	resources	used	by	Red	de	Semillas	for	its	activities	come	






































lump	 indigenous	peoples	 and	peasants	 into	 one	 group;	 nevertheless	my	 intention	 is	 to	 avoid	
conflating	 or	 essentialising	 them.	 I	 gather	 them	 under	 the	 same	 denomination	 because,	 as	
members	of	Red	de	Semillas,	they	share	an	understanding	of	the	seed	struggle.	I	am	aware	that	





I	 visited	 all	 six	 geographical	 regions	 represented	 in	 the	 coalition	 (see	 Figure	 1)	 to	 collect	






they	 developed	 as	 members	 of	 Red	 de	 Semillas,	 and	 any	 other	 considerations	 they	 thought	











from	 the	 Norwegian	 Centre	 for	 Research	 Data	 (code	 52095).7	 I	 have	 carefully	 followed	 the	
instructions	 regarding	 informed	 consent	 (articles	 14‐16	 of	 Colombian	 Resolution	 008430	 of	
1993).	Consequently,	 all	 interviewees	 signed	 the	 informed	 consent	 form.	They	were	 told	 that	
their	participation	in	the	project	was	voluntary,	that	they	could	withdraw	their	consent	at	any	
time,	 that	 what	 they	 said	 would	 be	 recorded	 and	 transcribed,	 that	 the	 transcriptions	 and	

































according	 to	 their	 own	 conceptualisations	 of	 ‘being’	 (Escobar	 2016).	 Thirdly,	 they	 link	 seed	
freedom	with	the	protection	of	traditional	culture	and	the	strength	of	a	community’s	social	fabric.	
Traditional	 communities	 criticise	 the	 disruptions	 that	 market	 practices	 have	 created	 to	
traditional	 communitarian	practices	 through	 the	privatisation	of	 seeds	 because,	 for	 them,	 the	
exchange	of	seeds	represents	an	opportunity	to	bond	with	other	community	members	and	thus	












Members	 of	 traditional	 communities	 mentioned	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 interrelated	 dynamics	 that,	
according	to	them,	are	the	structural	machinery	that	has	led	the	largest	portion	of	members	of	
traditional	 communities	 to	 use	 seeds	 provided	 by	 corporations,	 to	 the	 detriment	 of	 freely	
available	seeds.		
	
1) Monoculture	 indoctrination,	 food‐security	 programs	 and	 the	 acts	 of	 federations	 and	
banks	compose	a	first	and	important	bundle	in	this	machinery.	Traditional	communities	
argued	 that	 they	 have	 been	 indoctrinated	 by	 the	 mentality	 promoted	 by	 the	 green	









inputs	 necessary	 to	 crop	 it	 and	 the	 required	 technical	 support,	 all	 of	 which	 make	







2) A	 second	 bundle	 of	 dynamics	 comprises	 the	 stigmatisation	 of	 free	 seeds,	 ‘cleanness’	
discourses,	and	difficulties	of	access	to	free	seeds,	impeding	rural	populations	from	using	
them.	Reminiscent	 of	Mary	Douglas’s	 classic	work	 (2005	 [1966])	 about	 the	 danger	 of	
purity	 discourses	 (for	 a	 contemporary	 study	 see	 Bonneuil	 and	 Thomas	 2009),	 some	















cities.	 Similarly,	 military	 conscription	 has	 also	 meant	 that,	 once	 young	 people	 are	






According	 to	 the	 representatives	 of	 traditional	 communities	 that	 were	 interviewed,	 all	 these	
threats	 have	 undermined	 communities,	 affecting	 both	 their	 cultural	 aspirations,	 such	 as	
sovereignty,	and	their	material	living	conditions.	A	peasant	with	extensive	experience	in	the	seed	
struggle	stated	that	‘we	are	now	having	difficulties	sustaining	ourselves	with	our	own	products,	









created	 by	 NGOs,	 resembling	 the	 work	 of	 their	 counterparts	 in	 other	 regions	 of	 the	 world	
(Kloppenburg	 2010).	 As	 the	 abundant	 literature	 on	 the	 relation	 between	 NGOs	 and	 social	
movements	has	 indicated,	the	 intervention	of	NGOs	substantially	alters	 the	dynamics	of	social	
movements	(specifically	dealing	with	environmental	issues,	see,	for	example,	Reimann	2001).	In	




international	 organisations	 like	 SWISSAID,10	 some	 representatives	of	 traditional	 communities	
have	joined	the	NGOs	in	participating	in	these	forums.	That	is	the	first	way	in	which	transnational	













NGOs	have	also	played	an	 important	 role	 in	 confronting	 the	problems	experienced	by	Red	de	
Semillas,	particularly	those	related	to	communication	and	the	permanence	of	its	members.	They	
have	 done	 so	 by	 financing	 meetings,	 taking	 care	 of	 printing	 and	 distributing	 campaign	 and	
informational	material	and,	in	general,	by	making	sure	that	the	activities	of	Red	de	Semillas	are	
continued.	 The	 overall	 interaction	 between	 traditional	 communities	 and	 NGOs	 has	 been	
harmonious	partly	because	community	members	feel	valued	by	NGOs	and	partly	because	both	







not	 ensure	 an	 equitable	 distribution	 of	 power.	 Communities	 see	 NGOs	 as	 guides	 in	 their	
resistance,	assuming	that	NGOs	better	understand	the	problems	experienced	by	the	communities.	



















out	 in	social	movement	 literature,	 the	capacity	 to	shape	discourses	 is	of	great	 importance	 for	

































Semillas	 uses,	 which	 comprises	 three	 main	 resistance	 tactics.	 The	 tactics	 that	 compose	 this	










of	 freely	 exchanging	 and	planting	 seeds.	According	 to	 a	 young	peasant,	 they	 ‘crop	 the	
seeds	 year	 after	 year	 and	 exchange	 them.	 Doing	 what	 we	 have	 always	 done’.	 An	
indigenous	woman	pointed	out	that	Red	de	Semillas	was	created	 ‘with	the	intention	of	








where	 Red	 de	 Semillas	 works	 (see	 Figure	 2).	 Houses	 of	 members	 of	 traditional	
communities	have	also	been	adapted	as	casas	de	semillas	in	the	two	regions	without	seed	
houses.	 Casas	 de	 semillas	 serve	 two	 purposes:	 to	 facilitate	 seed	 and	 knowledge	
exchanges;	 and	 to	 store,	 classify	 and	 sometimes	 commercialise	 free	 native	 seeds	 in	





3) Declaration	 of	 non‐GMO	 zones	 (banning	 genetically	 modified	 seeds):	 Indigenous	
communities	in	the	Colombian	Caribbean	and	coffee	region	have	made	use	of	their	special	
indigenous	 jurisdiction	 to	 legally	 declare	 non‐GMOs	 zones.	 The	 special	 indigenous	
jurisdiction	 is	 a	 legal	 mechanism	 established	 in	 article	 246	 of	 the	 1991	 Colombian	









where	 Red	 de	 Semillas	 works.	 In	 one	 region,	 however,	 traditional	 communities	 have	 also	
implemented	the	creation	of	intracommunity	loans.	These	community	funds	enable	community	
members	 to	develop	cropping	projects	without	being	 forced	 to	use	private	seeds.	Each	of	 the	
members	of	the	communities	that	participate	in	the	project	contribute	a	small	amount	of	money	









From	 the	 information	 so	 far	 provided,	 one	 question	 stands	 out:	why	 is	 it	 that	 the	 traditional	
communities	that	are	part	of	Red	de	Semillas	have	identified	several	bundles	of	threats	menacing	








































experiences	 of	 grassroots	 Latin	 American	 social	 movements.	With	 the	 intervention	 of	 La	 Vía	
Campesina,	they	were	internationalised.	Years	later,	and	again	through	international	interaction,	
they	returned	to	their	 local	roots	and	were	 immediately	re‐appropriated	by	 local	movements.	



















by	NGOs.	This	would	 indicate	 that	 the	NGO	diagnostic	has	more	 force	 than	 that	of	 the	
traditional	communities.	The	existence	of	such	a	hierarchy	in	the	diagnostics	is	explained	
by	 three	 reasons.	 First,	 given	 the	privileged	position	 that	NGOs	occupy	within	Red	de	




graspable	 issues,	 thus	 its	 intelligibility	 helps	 create	 the	 impression	 of	 effectiveness	 in	
collective	 action	 (Sandberg	 2006).	 Third,	 the	 tactics	 used	 by	many	 social	movements	
around	 the	world	 that	 are	 part	 of	 the	 seed	 struggle	 correlate	 to	 diagnostics	made	 by	




in	which	prognoses	 constrain	diagnostics	are	made	possible.	Benford	 and	 Snow	 (2000)	
assert	that	diagnostics	and	prognostics	tend	to	be	correlated,	so	that	diagnostics	constrain	
prognostics.	However,	in	the	case	of	Red	de	Semillas,	an	inverted	process	exists	in	which	
the	global	prognosis	 shapes	 the	 local	 diagnostic.	Given	 the	momentum	 that	 globalised	
tactics	have	in	the	seed	struggle,	they	are	likely	to	be	adopted	by	local	movements	without	
further	legitimation.	As	all	framing	tasks	in	a	collective	action	frame	are	interrelated,	and	
particularly	 those	 of	 diagnostic	 and	 prognostic	 (which	 demand	 a	 correlation),	 the	
strength	of	the	global	prognosis	can	constrain	the	local	diagnostic.	This	contradicts	the	
proposition	made	by	Benford	and	Snow	because,	in	the	case	of	Red	de	Semillas,	it	is	the	








With	 this	 I	 contend	 that	 the	 existence	 of	 a	 collective	 action	 frame	 hierarchy	 is	 important	 in	
processes	 of	 tactics	 appropriation,	 particularly	 in	 the	 case	 of	 coalitions.	 In	 complex	 social	
dynamics,	 there	 is	 no	unique,	 clear	 reality	 to	which	 a	 social	movement	 seeks	 to	 respond	but,	
instead,	perceptions	of	reality	to	which	social	movements	seek	to	react.	At	the	same	time,	social	
movements	need	to	mobilise	and,	 in	order	to	do	so,	 they	need	to	generate	coherent	 frames	of	
collective	action.	The	dissonance	between	the	existence	of	varied	perceptions	regarding	one	or	
more	 of	 the	 framing	 tasks	of	 collective	 action	 frames	 and	 the	need	 for	 coherence	 among	and	





means	 that	 the	 strength	 of	 one	 of	 them	 can	 solve	 conflicts	 in	 others.	 For	 example,	 in	Red	 de	
Semillas,	no	agreement	exists	on	the	diagnostics;	the	strength	of	the	NGOs’	prognosis	made	the	
NGOs’	 diagnostic	 prevail.	 Thus,	 framing	 tasks	 can	 also	 be	 organised	 in	 a	 hierarchy	 within	 a	






diagnostics,	 as	 Benford	 and	 Snow	 (2000)	 suggested,	 but,	 rather,	 being	 shaped	 by	 hierarchies	
among	 and	within	 framing	 tasks	 and	dependent	 on	 the	 relative	potency	 of	 each	 framing	 task	
within	a	collective	action	frame.	Whereas,	in	this	case,	the	prognostic	was	high	up	in	the	hierarchy,	
thus	giving	a	banal	appearance	to	the	argument	(tactics	were	appropriated	because	they	were	
potent),	 the	 relative	 potency	 of	 any	 other	 framing	 task	 can	 lead	 the	 process	 of	 tactic	






of	 repertoire	 appropriation.	The	 case	used	was	 the	 conflict	 existent	 in	Colombia	 around	 seed	
representation	 and	management.	When	 studying	 Red	 de	 Semillas	 Libres	 de	 Colombia,	 it	 was	
obvious	 that,	 whereas	 all	 its	 members	 had	 appropriated	 the	 same	 set	 of	 tactics	 and	 were	
mobilised	by	 a	 common	 sense	of	 agency	 and	a	 shared	 identity,	 the	diagnostic	made	by	NGOs	





My	 examination	 was,	 nonetheless,	 focused	 on	 the	 phenomenon	 of	 ‘tactics	 rebounding’.	 This	
phenomenon	has	consequences	for	the	collective	action	of	Red	de	Semillas.	Because	of	the	relative	
potency	that	globalised	tactics	gave	to	the	prognosis,	the	collective	action	of	the	movement	has	
neglected	 the	 current	 local/particular	 bundles	 of	 threats	 identified	 by	 the	 traditional	
communities.	Those	threats	can	be	even	more	pervasive	and	harmful	than	the	ones	globalised	










































and	 accepted	 by	 the	 expert	 committees	 of	 Colciencias	 (Department	 of	 Science,	 Technology	 and	 Innovation)	 and	
Universidad	Antonio	Nariño.	
8	Food	sovereignty	for	communities	implies	the	possibility	of	nourishment	from	a	diversity	of	products	freely	chosen	
by	 them.	 According	 to	 the	 traditional	 communities,	 whereas	 food	 sovereignty	 encompasses	 food	 security,	 food	
security	without	sovereignty	creates	a	situation	of	dependency	on	monocultures	that	reduces	dietary	variety.	
9	For	the	importance	of	exchange	in	the	creation	and	strengthening	of	social	fabric	in	communities,	see	Mauss	(2000).	
10	For	information	about	SWISSAID,	see	https://www.swissaid.ch/en	(accessed	13	December	2017).	
11	Revista	Semillas	is	available	at	http://www.semillas.org.co/es/revista	(accessed	13	December	2017).	
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